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WDC helped to create more
,Ie Gert CommlmiW School than 290 jobs over past year

THE Western Development
Commission (WDC) last year
created a total of 292 jobs
through its growth pro-
grarnmes. Here, CEO Ray Mc-
Greal gives an update on the

opment inthe Western Region’
Or Ir rPmit rrrvPrq thp fivp rnl tri-

Adult Education Classes
for

ties in Connaught plus Donegal
and Clare,

In geographical terms the re-
gion encompasses 37% of the na.
tional land mass but only 18% of
the national population. 68% of
that 18% live outside of Gateway
or Hub towns so it is clear that
we are dealing with a predomi-
nately rural environment.

Broadly speaking the WDC
has become the pre-eminent re-
gional development agency in
Ireland. Despite continued re-
ductions in staff and finance we

Tuesday, 14th January
from 7.OO.8.30pm in the school

[,

The Western Development
Commission is a statutory or-
ganisation which was set up in
1998. It operates under and re-
ports to the Minister for Envi-
ronment, Community and lxX;II
Government.

The general functions of the
WDC are to 'foster and enrnllr-
age economic and social devel-

Classes from Sugar Craft for beginners to
Stained Glass on offer.
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Brochures available from the school office,
from local retail outlets and from www.gortcs.com
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are performing well and deliv-
ering the goods. Since our in-
cepdon we can claim to have in-
fluenced the creation or
retention of 1,899 jobs

In 2012 alone, an impressive
total of 292 new jobs were cre-
ated through WDC growth n

graInrnes .
Just a few examples of pro-

grammes launched in 2012:
• Creative Industries Micro

Loan Fund (am over 3 years) -
This fund has supported over 60
jobs in its first year

• Regional tourism markedng
plan (€1.4m) - This is a scheme
initiated by WDC where several
agencies have been brought to.
gether to market the region
largely via Ireland West Airport
Knock. The first year led to
13,000 new visitors delivering
over €3m to the region’s econ-
orrly

• Re-Connect Diaspora Pro-
gramme (€23,000)- linking the
region to the global diaspora.
Initial events in the UK have led
to over 40 new jobs e.g. Laaerty
group investment in Mayo

• Creative Edge EU Export
Growth Programme (€1.2m) -
An innovative programme to
help the region’s creative indus-
try to access global markets. At
the time of launching the pro-
gramme 66% of businesses in
the sector had no contact with
markets outside of Ireland.
Today almost 200 businesses
are linking to global customers
through the www.mycre-
ativeedge.eu website. We are

aiming for hundreds of jobs in
the

the end of the decade through
this initiative

• RASLRES Bio Tool Service
Product Launch - contributing
to an estimated 21 ne\v busi
nesses in the sector.

• On top of the foregoing re-
cent initiatives. we have the on-

going work of disbursing the
Western Investment Fund. This
fund has invested over €34m in
96 companies currently em'
ploying 1,600 people. These
companies have paid over€43m
in salaries and wages of which
€11.8m has gone back to the na.
tional exchequer through pay-
roll taxes.

• We continue to carry out
strong policy and regional analy-
sis which enables the state to in
vest in suitable “access infra-
structure” to realise the regions
potential for growth, e.g. en-
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DescriptIon + The OffIces of Galway City CourIdl, City Hall, CoIl&e Road,

PhnntrIg permissial is sought IT the devek)went of an extension of Galway

reclaimai from Docks, 6alway.
a Sweso gtc TIn

TIn applkatk>n may also tn viewed / downbahd a1 tIe klbwiw
Enterprise Park.

totlel
Tenders are invited by Ballinasloe
Rugby Football Club for the follow-
ing 2 Tenders:
1. Construction of Sand Based

Training Ar
2. Construction of an extension to the

Club House of approx 200 sq.m.
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na Loo& iII (the Board) 64 Marltx)rough Street. Dublin 1 during the alxwe'
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] amI a SpecialSpecial Area of Corturvatbn [cSA(

on UXMI Anlia Rod Rail Bridge

Both of the above contracts are to be

carried out at the Club Grounds at
Moher, Balltnasloe, Co Galway. Ten-
der documents for both tenders are

available from the undersigned at a
cost of csa nonrefundable deposit.

ITte pn)posed dmtopmeqt will irxJtxlc.
(i) quay walls, txeakwater5 arx1 wave waIts to create comnnrrial grays

arxl a dap water ckxking facility. exterxiin8 swthwants into Galway

1 (ii) dredging to create a rev aHxoach channel to tIe commatial gW
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Any sutxntsskxts /

Board not later than 5:30 pm on nth March 2014. Such subrnissiorls /

t#newatbns must also irklu& tIe folbwin8 informatbn=

Completed Tenders are to be re.
turned to the
than Spm on 24/01/2014.

i) Thenameof

aldrus to whkh any coITeqxxrdeme relating to tIe appbation
stwld tn sent
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the submISsion or c#bervation and

iiil
signed: Liam Loughrey BE C Eng

9 Bachelors Walk,
Ballinasloe, Co Galway,
Mob. 089 4244 242
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tIn eastern sick

hrrqjrPK

1 (vii) a twin trxk freIght rail hnk fInn the eMsdn8 GalwaY to IHUh rail lire

In summary, the WDC is a
small yet highly dynamic and
fleMble organisation driven by a
committed board working with
highly motivated and profes-
sional stafF. But there is a lot

undertake

and achieve for the region. We
are eager to take on that chaI'
lenge.

\Ve are re-assured by having
strong support from our na-
tional government and are con-
fident of being given the add i
tional resources which are
required to play an expanded
role in developing the region.

ta.
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bY tIe Boanl,
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Ist Prize (1.DaD
Winner: Damien Stewart

Boston Scientific,

Galway.

Promoter: Clodagh Lally
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2nd Prize €100
WInner: Brendan Callanan

Greenhouse, Ardrahan,

CO Galway.

Promoter: Galway Hospice

The GalwaY Haso=ce h'eektY Draw Ff-:tb to
fund the Horne Care and Dai Care services

which are prcN©ed Iree of charge to pat;HIS
ard famiIIes ttvot#wt the COunty.
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